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YELLOW AREA RED AREA

- You will throw a stick at the wood with numbers. | - It is like golf.
- The team that gets exactly 50 points first is the - You will kick a ball into a hole.
f - You will play on a large ground.

winner.
BLUE AREA GREEN AREA
- You will walk on a long belt between two trees. | - It is like tennis.
- The belt is 5 centimeters wide. - You will play on a small court.
- The ball has a lot of holes and does not move
quickly. -

Today, I want to do some exercise with my friends. They will
come here in the afternoon. We don’t want to play sports like

soccer, tennis, or basketball. Can we enjoy a sport without a ball?

Yes. The AREA will be good for you. You can enjoy this

sport without a ball. It’s very fun! (’/';/\ I
You
Good morning. Could you tell us a good sport we can play? My
brother and T belong to the soccer club, but today we would like to
Fred and Bob | try another sport with a ball. We have to leave here at noon.
Then, how about trying a new sport at the AREA? You C
can finish a match within two hours. (/ K/wzf ﬁ
You



Niel and
his family

R 1

Hello. Today, I came here with my wife and children. My kids
are five and seven years old. Though they are not good at

running, we want to try an exciting sport together.

Well, please go to the AREA. Throwing a stick carefully is

the key to get the perfect score. Also, you don’t have to move a lot. [ /(/ /)

You
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It was fantastic! In the BLUE AREA, I could easily walk on the belt. It wasn’t difficult for
me because I do gymnastics. I'm about my sense of balance on it.

7  worried

4 confident

rJ  nervous

I embarrassed

I enjoyed playing on the large ground though I'm not so happy with my result. I wish I could

throw the stick strongly

jump on the belt a lot of times

move on the court more quickly

H J N\ N

get better scores by kicking the ball well
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Last weekend, I joined the Friendship Sports Festival as a volunteer. There were
many people from foreign countries. They were interested in different sports. I
|istened to their requests, and area | recommended. After the volunteer

work, I thought about two things. First, communicating with foreigners in English

is difficult, but trying to use it is important. Second, sports will help
us connect with various people. Thank you for listening.

them gave led the to
|

\ anyone enjoy can that to
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[1] Do you remember that you studied with the soroban in elementary school? Do you still use it
in your daily life? The soroban is a useful Japanese traditional tool for calculating® numbers.
Some people say it was brought from China to Japan at the end of the Muromachi period. After
that, a lot of sorobans were produced in Japan and many people used them. Now, the number of
people who use sorobans has decreased because of electronic devices. However, sorobans are very
useful. Some people in Japan try to keep their traditional sorobans popular. They hope that many

people in the world will pay more attention to them.

[2] Acompany in Hyogo has been producing a lot of traditional sorobans. The products are famous
because they are high quality. One of the workers said, “We’re very proud of our products. Over
200 processes are necessary to make one soroban. Each worker is responsible for his or her own
process. We think our sorobans are the best in the world. As professional workers keeping this

Japanese tradition popular, we hope more people will use our sorobans.”

[3] To support the soroban industry, a city began a unique project in 2010. In the project, used
sorobans were collected, cleaned, and sent to other countries. More than ten thousand sorobans
were sent to Tonga*, and elementary school students in the country study with the soroban now. A
student said, “I have my own soroban. 1 can calculate very quickly with it.” One of the teachers
said, “The number of students who are good at calculating is increasing. After they began to study

with the soroban, they were able to focus in class more and listen to other people more carefully.”

[4] Here is another example of Japanese traditional sorobans used overseas. In Romania*, a
soroban school held a soroban contest. The teacher said, “We hold the contest because it’s helpful to

encourage our students. A girl won the contest, and after that, she told her friends about her



experience. The girl was very shy and quiet, but thanks to the soroban, 1 think she was able to

communicate with her friends more. She became more confident and positive!”

[5] Today, sorobans are used by many people in over 100 countries because they can improve
education. To make them more popular, several interesting ideas were introduced in Japan. For
example, there are some colorful sorobansthat we have not seen before. Also, there are toy sorobans
and even sorobans used as lucky goods. They may seem a little strange, but the manager of the
company said, “By making these products, we will keep our traditional tool popular. Itis sometimes
necessary for us to change our point of view as a company. I hope people who use traditional
sorobans will love our new products, too.” Sorobanswill keep getting better and attract many people

to Japanese culture.

(##) calculate FFHET 5 Tonga bt HEE (H4) Romania N—~=7 (E4%)
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[1]

[2]

(3] The project of a city for Tonga

(4] The merits of the soroban contest in Romania

[5]

The plans of a soroban school to improve education

The challenges of designing new sorobans in a company

7
S

7 The history of the soroban and its situation now
I The project of sending sorobans to many countries
+

The pride of soroban makers and their wish

M2 XHONEICEI bDE, WOT~FNH208AT, ZO/MFEEZRIV,
The elementary school students could pay more attention to lessons after they used sorobans.

The writer said we had to use electronic devices instead of sorobans.

7

«

7 The soroban makers believed more people should make traditional Japanese products.

I The teacher of the soroban school thought sorobans helped the girl talk with her friends more.
o+

The manager said the workers should not change their ways of thinking to protect their products.

I3 AXOBEALL L TEHNRLDE, WOT~IND1DOBAT, ZOFSTEEZRIV,

7 The Secret to Make Soroban Contests Successful

4 The Good and Bad Effects of the Soroban in Japanese Education
7 The Soroban Spreading Overseas and Ways of Protecting Tradition
I The Efforts to Make Good Sorobans in Foreign Countries
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Kate : We had a class about disaster prevention* at school today. Do you often have this kind of
class in Hyogo?

Jun : Yes, we do. Japan has had many disasters in its history. In Hyogo, there was the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake* in 1995. Over thirty years have passed since the earthquake,
and many schools have classes to review past experiences. People in Hyogo feel that it’s
very important to learn from them. though I wasn’t born at that time.

Kate : 1 see. During the class, I thought our teacher and classmates were very positive about
preparing for disasters.

Jun : Since the earthquake, we have thought about a lot of ways to protect ourselves from disasters.
@O0ur positive actions have been helpful for developing the latest technology.

Kate : What do you mean?

Jun : One example is using robots for rescuing people.

Kate : Oh, I've heard about them before. Can you tell me more about them?

Jun : OK. Before the earthquake, robots in Japan were not usually used for rescuing people in
disaster areas. They were often used for making products in factories.

Kate : Ah, in the process of making cars and computers?

Jun : Yes. However, the movements to prepare for disasters became more common in Japan and
new robots for rescuing people were invented. . They can approach and rescue
people instead of us.

Kate © Wow, you know so much! @Are you a big fan of robots?

Jun : That’s right, Kate. In fact, I'm planning to join the “Robot Contest for Rescuing People”.
The missions of the contest are to improve technology for rescuing people and to let young
people have dreams for the future of technology.

Kate : Wonderful. I didn’t know about the contest.

Jun : You can see many interesting robots there. As you know, the latest robots have made great
progress. Robots with Al can gather information faster than people in an emergency.
They will help us find people in need very quickly. On the other hand, they’re still not good
at understanding someone’s feelings like human beings. I think people are better at that.

Kate © 1agree. When we work with robots, we should focus on Gour strong point.

Jun © Yes. Although Al can do many kinds of things, we need to consider how to use it in effective
ways.

(%) disaster prevention 5%  the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Pt « MBS R E S
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The robots can go to dangerous places we cannot enter easily

] ® | e ABERLDE, KOFT~INHZNZEN 1 DOBAT, Z0OH

The program helps the robots move quickly in factories
The earthquake is familiar to me

The information is new to me

THIBQOWA L LTl bDa, WOFT~Iinb 1 OEALT, TOFFEEEZRIV,
the movements to use more computers in factories

the efforts to invent a robot that produces cars and computers

the movements to prepare for disasters

the efforts to repair robots with the latest technology

R
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Kate noticed robots were used in factories.
Kate noticed robots were useful.

Kate noticed the contest was interesting.

Kate noticed Jun knew a lot about robots.

THBOONAEL LTHEMR LD, ROFT~INH 1O8AT, TOFFEHZRIV,
the ability to find information quickly in an emergency

the ability to understand how other people feel

the ability to go into dangerous places

the ability to judge what to invent for the contest

ROERIZKTT 22 L LTHEHERbDE, HEOT~INLENEILL DEAT, TORF
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What did robots in Japan often do before the earthquake in Hyogo in 1995?
They gathered information with Al in an emergency.
They saved people from disasters.
They discovered people in need immediately.

They produced things like cars and computers.

What are the purposes of the “Robot Contest for Rescuing People”?

T E

To improve the skills of robots that help people and to let young people change their dreams.

To develop tools for saving people and to help young people have hopes for technology’s future.

To protect traditional technology and to show young people how to achieve goals with

technology.

To share the data of factories and to let engineers review their experiences.
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Do you enjoy your weekends? I love sweets, so I often bake cookies and cakes on weekends.
Last week, I made a cake. When I it out of the oven, the shape was perfect. I decorated
the cake very beautifully. Moreover, it was delicious. I was very happy when my family enjoyed
eating my cake. I shouted in my heart, “This must be the best cake I've ever !” Someday, I
would like to have my own cake shop in my town. I am going many foreign countries to

learn how to make better sweets after I graduate from high school.

bake keep miss take visit
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Yukiko @ Oh, are you looking at a poster about a haiku event? Will you take part in it?
Mira : Yes. Itwillbeheldon ( @ ),April2. The poster says the eventisfora ( @ ) of
haiku. In STEP 1, I can learn about some features and various ( @ ).
Yukiko : Sounds nice. In STEP 2, youll make a haiku by observing ( @ ). For example,

you can look at cherry blossoms, butterflies, and frogs.

Mira : Yes. I'm especially looking forward to STEP 3 because we can talk about our haiku
with ( ® ) other.
Yukiko @ It seems fantastic! Don’t forget to check the details on the website later. Have fun!
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