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Kobaton Anime Festival
1  Time & Date: From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on , October 12th

2 Place: Kobaton Park
3 Entrance Cost: 1,000 yen (For one adult) 18 years or older

500 yen (For one )

4 Special Event: Voice actors are coming! You can take photos and shake hands with them!

We want many people to visit our Anime Festival. | @ | shops that sell anime

posters, new CDs or comic books in the park. We have a special program! Please

visit our official website if you want an entrance ticket.

Kobaton Anime Festival Official Website https://www.kobaton. * 3k % jp
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Kobaton Anime Festival is coming! [Fa#E]
P * buy
@
enjoy
1 Time & Date: 10 am. - 4 p.m., October 12th. i
join

2 Place: Kobaton Park
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Mae Jemison was a *NASA astronaut and was the first *African-American woman to go to *space.
Jemison was born in 1956. She was interested in science when she was a little girl. She spent a
lot of time in the library during her school days. She loved to read books about space and dreamed
about going to space someday. [ A ]

Jemison became a student at a famous university in the U.S. when she was only sixteen. She

was one of the youngest students there. At that time, ( ) women or African-American

people went to university. So, she sometimes had a hard time at the university.

After her graduation, Jemison decided to go to another university in the U.S. to be a doctor.
During her years there, she went to a *refugee camp in Thailand and helped people. After her
graduation from the university in 1981, she [ as a doctor / working / started / in ] *Los Angeles.
In 1983, she joined a group and went to Africa as a *medical officer. She returned to the U.S.
in 1985. She thought it was time to use her *knowledge and experience to become an astronaut.
[ B ]

Jemison was chosen as a *science mission specialist for NASA, and with six other astronauts,
she went to space on September 12, 1992. She did *experiments for about eight days in space.

After her flight to space, she thought everyone should *follow their dreams. [ C ]
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Question :  What did Jemison dream about when she was a little girl?

Answer : She dreamed about ( ) someday.

5 AXLONELEILDZE, WOT~IOHNH—DOFY, TOGEEEZRIV,
7 Jemison decided to be a doctor after coming back to the U.S. from Africa.
There were seven astronauts who went to space on September 12, 1992.

People in a refugee camp asked Jemison to be an astronaut.

H & A\

Jemison didn’t like to read books when she was little.
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(One day, the students are talking in the classroom.)

Taiga : I went to Utsunomiya City with my family last week.

Chiaki: That’s nice. How was it?

Taiga : It was very good and I ate gyoza there. They were very delicious. The gyoza I ate there
were very different from the ones I make at home. After eating gyoza, we took the *LRT.
That’s my favorite memory.

Lisa: The LRT? What is that?

Taiga : The LRT is a kind of *streetcar. It has a lower floor than most streetcars, and makes less
*noise. It is not difficult to get on the LRT because there are no *steps.

Chiaki: Wow, I want to take it, too.

Lisa: Me too. The news I watched last night said that there are other new kinds of *public
transportation.

Chiaki: TIheard there are plans for *self-driving buses in Japan.

Lisa: Why don’t we *do research on new kinds of public transportation?

Taiga : That sounds good. Let’s do it.
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(The next day, Taiga talks about the LRT.)

Taiga : I've done some research on the LRT in Utsunomiya City. The LRT began *operation in
2023.

Lisa: So, the LRT is quite new! Tell me more about it.

Taiga : The company set up about twenty stops for the LRT. Now, it has become easier for people
to go to Utsunomiya Station or other famous places in the city. The company plans to
*extend the LRT. It plans to begin operation of the extended line around 2030.

Chiaki: Isee. By the way, has the *population of Utsunomiya City grown because of the LRT?

Taiga : Yes. Actually, the population of Utsunomiya City continued to grow for three years until
2018.

Lisa: For three years!

Taiga : The company showed the LRT plan in 2016. People were happy to hear of it, and some of
them decided to live in the *LRT service area. A new elementary school opened two years
before the LRT began operation, too.

Lisa: That’s amazing! I think that the LRT has brought many *changes to people and the city.
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Taiga said that the LRT

began operation because the population of Utsunomiya City grew.

has about twenty stops, and people can easily go to the station or famous places.

7
4 was designed only for tourists coming to Utsunomiya City.
v
I

was made for students at the new elementary school.
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(Chiaki talks about another kind of public transportation.)

Chiaki :

Taiga -

Lisa:

Taiga -

Chiaki :

Taiga -

Chiaki :

(k)

technology FeEHfr
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I did some research on self-driving buses in Japan. They are already used in some areas.
Oh, really? I’m surprised that there are areas which already have those buses in operation.
*Technology is always improving, isn’t it? I’'m *looking forward to seeing [ change / lives
/ will / how / our ] in the future.

That’s true. But why are those buses running in the area?
I think there are not enough bus drivers.
Yeah, that’s why self-driving buses are used. Instead of a bus driver, a staff member rides

the bus. The staff member is on the bus for *emergencies. If something happens, such as
an earthquake, the staff member will control the bus by using something like a video game
controller. In the future, when self-driving technology is *fully developed, drivers or staff
members won’t need to be on the bus. However, it may take time to develop such self-
driving technology.

By the way, where are the self-driving buses running?

They are running in areas with a large *elderly population. Some people say they are

happy to have a bus stop near their homes. The buses are needed for their daily lives.
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7 People in some areas of Japan can already use self-driving buses.

H &

In some areas of Japan, self-driving buses are used because the area is not large.
Self-driving buses will be developed because of many elderly people’s help.

Elderly people will drive buses because there are not enough bus drivers.
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(Lisa shares her idea.)

Lisa:

I did a little research on the *Linear Chuo Shinkansen.

Taiga : I heard about it on the news. It’s faster than the Shinkansen, isn’t it? But we already

have the Shinkansen, and it’s useful.

Chiaki: Yes,itis. | A |

Lisa:

Well, the Tokaido Shinkansen already runs through Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka. But
developing the Linear Chuo Shinkansen will bring *faster and more stable passenger
transport between those big cities. Some people say that it will take only forty minutes to

get to Nagoya from Tokyo by the Linear Chuo Shinkansen.

Chiaki: Oh, I see. Now I understand why it is needed. Creating new kinds of public

transportation can really make our lives easier.

Taiga : Each new kind of public transportation has its own *purpose. I hope that new kinds of

(]
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public transportation will be developed to support different areas and the people who use

them.

Linear Chuo Shinkansen VU =7 W JugriiR
fast and stable passenger transport = C7Z € B 72 ik &l 1k
purpose H1Y

224 CHTHELR OB RS DE, WOF~IOFNEL DR, ZOREEEER

S,

H 3 N N

fE 7

ZhH
A

EadEEaau,

Which is the Linear Chuo Shinkansen?
How does the Linear Chuo Shinkansen run?
Where is the Linear Chuo Shinkansen in Japan?

Why is the Linear Chuo Shinkansen necessary?
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Lisa : We enjoyed talking about new kinds of public transportation in Japan a few days ago.

Taiga:  Yes. Which new kinds of public transportation ( )

to take?

Lisa : The Linear Chuo Shinkansen! I want to take it someday.

Taiga : Me too. I hope that day will come soon.
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What did you do last weekend? I went to the library near my house last Saturday. I went
there to read comic books. But there were no comic books in that library. So, I looked for other
books to read. Then, I found some interesting books there. They were about *proverbs around the
world. Each proverb taught me something important about life with a lot of *humor. For example,
in Italy, there is a proverb, “*Quenching one’s thirst with salted ham.” This means making a
situation worse.

Some of the books I read were about the proverbs used in Japan. My favorite one is “Three
years on a stone.” Do you know its meaning? It means that if you keep trying and never *give up,
things will be better in the end, *just as sitting on a cold stone for three years will make the cold
stone warm.

Now, here are two proverbs with *opposite meanings. The first one is “If you do not enter the
tiger’s *cave, you will not catch its *cub.” This means that you need to take action to *succeed even
when you feel that it is not safe. The other one is “*Knocking on a stone bridge before you cross it.”
I think it means that it is important to be very careful when you try to do something.

The library near my house does not have comic books, so I read these other books instead. They
were interesting, but I still think reading comic books is fun. What do you think? I know some

libraries have comic books. Should a library have comic books?
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If you don’t stop trying, the situation may be ( ) someday.
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